
 

 
 

COMMON COUNCIL 
MIDDLETOWN, CONNECTICUT 

 
SPECIAL MEETING  

CLIMATE POLLUTION REDUCTION PLANNING GRANT  
TUESDAY, APRIL 18, 2023 

5:45 PM 
 

MINUTES  
 
A Special Meeting of the Common Council of the City of Middletown, regarding a proposed Climate Pollution 
Reduction Planning Grant, was held on Tuesday, April 18, 2023, beginning at 5:45 PM. This meeting was a hybrid 
meeting with in-person participation in the Common Council Chamber and remote access via WebEx. The meeting 
was also simultaneously livestreamed on local cable access television, on the City’s webpage, and on the City’s 
Facebook page. 

 
Present:  

Councilwoman Jeanette Blackwell   Councilman Anthony Mangiafico  
Councilman Grady Faulkner, Jr.    Councilman Michael A. Marino  
Councilman Darnell Ford      Councilman Edward McKeon 
Councilman Anthony Gennaro, Sr.   Councilwoman Philip Pessina 
Councilman Vincent Loffredo    Councilwoman Linda Salafia  
 

          Hon. Benjamin Florsheim, Mayor 
Linda Reed, Clerk of the Common Council  
Officer Thomas, Middletown Police - Sergeant-at-Arms 

 
Absent: 
          Councilwoman Meghan Carta 
          Daniel Ryan, Esq. – Corporation Counsel  
 
Public:  in-person: 3    WebEx: 0   Facebook: 3 
 
1. Call to Order 

 
The Deputy Mayor, Councilman Vincent Loffredo, is Chair of this Special Meeting. The Chair calls the meeting 
to order at 5:45 PM. He welcomes everyone to the Special Meeting of the Common Council to address a 
proposed climate grant. 
 
A. Pledge of Allegiance 
 

The Chair asks Councilman Philip Pessina to lead the Pledge of Allegiance  
 
B. Council Clerk Reads the Call of the Meeting and Mayor declares call a legal call and meeting a legal 

meeting 
 

The Clerk of the Common Council reads the Call of the Meeting and the Chair declares the call a legal call 
and the meeting a legal meeting.  
 

2. Public Hearing on Agenda Items – Opens 
 

The Chair opens the public hearing at 5:48 PM, noting that public comment is limited to the proposed bond 
ordinance. A separate public hearing will be held for all other agenda items.  Any member of the public looking 
to speak may do so. Each speaker will have a maximum of five (5) minutes to speak. For those in the Chamber, 
members of the public may come to the podium. Those participating remotely may use the WebEx hand raise 
function to alert that Chair that they wish to speak. The Chair will alternate between speakers in the Chamber 
and remote speakers during the course of this public hearing. Each speaker will have a maximum of five (5) 
minutes to speak. Speakers are asked to state their name and address for the record. The public hearing is 
limited to 30 minutes. If, at that time, there are additional speakers, the Council may vote to extend the public 
hearing portion of the meeting. 

 
3. Public Hearing on Agenda Items – Closes 
 
 There being no public comment, the public hearing is closed at 5:50 PM 
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4. Resolutions, Ordinances, etc. 
 

A. Approving that that the Mayor is hereby authorized to sign, and submit, to the Capitol Region 
Council of Governments, a Notice of Intent to Participate (NOIP), indicating the City of Middletown’s 
desire to work with our metropolitan area community members to apply for a Climate Pollution 
Reduction planning grant funding; and that the Common Council will consider financial assistance 
to help secure the planning grant. 

APPROVED 
 RESOLUTION No. 39-23; K: review/ resolution/ CETF – climate pollution grant – RES 39-23 – 18 April 

2023 
 
WHEREAS, on September 8, 2020, a Climate Emergency Resolution that stated “that the City of 

Middletown declares a climate emergency that threatens the existence of our civilization and the 
natural world, and…that the Common Council will work with the Mayor to establish an emergency 
mobilization effort that, with ongoing City funding and appropriate financial and regulatory assistance 
from state and federal authorities, will aim to end greenhouse gas emissions . . . .”; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Clean Energy Task Force (CETF) recently received notice that the City of 

Middletown is invited  to “collaborate and opt-in to up to $1 million in non-competitive grant funds to 
develop or expand a metropolitan-statistical area wide climate pollution reduction plan” with 
“municipalities in the Hartford-East Hartford-Middletown, CT metropolitan areas; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Federal government passed the Inflation Reduction Act that included the Climate 

Pollution Reduction Grants program that “provides the EPA (Environmental Protection Agency) $5 
billion to support the development of state, local, . . . climate action plans to reduce greenhouse gas 
pollution and implement investment-ready policies, programs, and projects;” and 
 
WHEREAS, “this is a two-stage program, with $250 million for non-competitive planning grants, 

followed by $4.6 billion for competitive implementation grants;” and  
 
WHEREAS, “to receive grant funding, the lead organization for each metropolitan area must submit 

a letter no later than April 28, 2023, notifying EPA of the metropolitan area’s interest in participating;” 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the Capitol Region Council of Governments (CRCOG) is the lead organization for our 

metropolitan area.  
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
MIDDLETOWN, that the Mayor is hereby authorized to sign, and submit, to the Capitol Region 
Council of Governments, a Notice of Intent to Participate (NOIP), indicating the City of Middletown’s 

desire to work with our metropolitan area community members to apply for a Climate Pollution 
Reduction planning grant funding; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Common Council will consider financial assistance to help 

secure the planning grant. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  To be determined  
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Councilman Michael A. Marino reads the proposed resolution and moves to approve.  Councilman Philip 
Pessina seconds the motion. 
 
The Chair calls on Councilman Grady Faulkner, Jr. 
 
Councilman Faulkner asks if this resolution is going out to get grant funds. 
 
The Chair replies, “Yes,” adding that there are 2 stages. The planning stage is non-competitive. The City is in 
this group called CROG (Capitol Region Council of Governments), a group of towns running up to the Town of 
Granby on the Massachusetts border all the way down to Log Island Sound.  TCROG is managing the planning 
process. If we are successful, then there will be another process for the grants to come through.   That is where 
we are at this point. 
 
The Chair calls on Councilman Eugene Nocera. 
 
Councilman Nocera thanks Councilman Loffredo for taking the initiative.   
 
Councilman Loffredo notes that Councilman Michael Marino is also instrumental with this resolution.   
 
Councilman Nocera states that it is important and timely. 
 
The Chair calls on Councilman Philip Pessina. 
 
Councilman Pessina thanks the Council sponsors of this resolution. It is fitting that Middletown does this 
because it is the Forest City in Connecticut. Trees give oxygen that helps us. Anything that will try to defame it, 
or hurt it, or decrease the issue of climate change, the way that we all are experiencing even today in our own 
community,. It is a good thing an. He wishes the Mayor luck when the grant goes through and is funded to start 
this process. 
 
Councilman Loffredo adds that they also have staff: Recycling Coordinator Kim O’Rourke and Public Works 
Director Christopher Holden.  They work with the Clean Energy Task Force and will be working to get the 
planning grant process moving along. Deepening on ho complex it is, they may have to come back to the 
Council to hire consultants to help move it also. 
 
The Chair calls on Councilman Edward McKeon. 
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Councilman McKeon asks if the grant has anything to do with the recent grant funding the Governor announced 
about planting trees in different areas. 
 
Councilman Loffredo replies, “No.” 
 
Councilman McKeon notes that this other grant will also be coming up. Thank you. 
 
There being no further discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote, The proposed resolution is approved 
unanimously by a vote of 11 to 0.  (AYE: Councilmembers Blackwell, Faulkner, Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo, 
Mangiafico, Marino, McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia; ABSENT: Councilwoman Carta).  The matter is 
approved. 

 
5. Meeting Adjournment 
 
 There being no further business, Councilman Edward McKeon moves to adjourn.  Councilman Philip Pessina 

seconds the motion. 
 

There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The proposed resolution is approved unanimously 
by a vote of 11 to 0.  (AYE: Councilmembers Blackwell, Faulkner, Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo, Mangiafico, Marino, 
McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia; ABSENT: Councilwoman Carta).  The matter is approved. 
 
The meeting is adjourned a 5:59 PM. 

 
 
ATTEST: 
LINDA S.K. REED, 
COMMON COUNCIL CLERK 
 

K: review/ minutes/ 2-23 April 18 ï special meeting ï climate grant ï 18 April 2023 


